
May 25, 2021 

 

 

Tom Sunderlin 

Barneveld, NY  13304 

tsunderlinpt@gmail.com 

 

RE:  White Lake Granite Quarry 

 

Dear Concerned White Lake Residents: 

 

We write to inform the White Lake community about the process related to the mining permit 

application, the scope of the project and the blatant misinformation being spread in multiple venues.  

We would first like to explain the term “mining” which is somewhat misleading related to this project.  

We ARE NOT digging hundreds or thousands of feet into the earth to extract our material.   This 

project will not quarry below 10 feet above the high ground water level.  There is an existing  

60' high x 1500' long cliff of granite that will be Quarried. 

 

The Mining permit process starts with the submission of an initial application to both the APA and NYS 

DEC.  They begin the review process and request additional information.  In our case, multiple times 

from both agencies.  When they determine they have enough information and we have addressed all 

critical areas of concern, they deem the application is “complete.”  THIS HAS NOT HAPPENED YET. 

After that application is deemed complete, the public comment period begins.   

 

So the statements that: 

 

There is collusion with local or state officials 

 

Tried to get the permit passed under darkness of night or during the winter season 

 

That we some how “fast tracked” this project 

 

Are all BLATANTLY false.  We have been working on the application for many months prior to the 

initial permit submission, which happened in April/2021. 

 

We also believe we need to explain the nature of our quarry project.  This will be a dimensional quarry 

operation vs. an aggregate quarry.  Most people are unfamiliar with dimensional quarry practices and 

have only been exposed to aggregate quarries.  Aggregate quarries are the most common quarries in our 

area.  They involve massive blasting, dust, noise, hundreds of trucks daily, and often involve 

subterranean excavation.  Dimensional quarry extraction, which is often referred to as “surgical 

extraction” is totally opposite to an aggregate operation.  We believe it is helpful to understand the 

economics of our quarry.  A pristine block of granite is worth approximately $250/ton.  If this block is 

fractured, even with  non-visible cracks, the material drops to $2.50/ton.  Large blasts are 

contraindicated in a dimensional quarry. 
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In fact, the largest charge we would be using would be less than 100 pounds of explosives, (referred to 

as micro blasting); compared to Hanson's Foresport quarry that records indicate their charges ranged 

between 15,000-75,000 pounds of explosives.  Their goal is to pulverize the material, totally opposite 

to our goal.  So, any assertions about the devastating effect of our blasting are false and indicative that 

these people have not read or do not understand our plan.  The preferred method of extraction uses 

drills, expandable grout and diamond band saws.   

 

Traffic concerns about our operation were addressed by the fact the NYSDOT records indicate the 

average traffic count during our season is 2500 vehicles per day.  Our permit requests no more than 5 

trucks a day or 25 trucks a week.  An insignificant impact on local traffic. 

 

Noise concerns have been addressed with the fact that the noise generated by road traffic is much 

greater than the loudest piece of equipment being operated on top of the granite cliff. 

 

Water and Air quality concerns are addressed in our mining plan by the fact that the quarry is located 

on the OUTLET side of White Lake with water moving AWAY from the lake.  Our plan details that we 

will stay 10 feet above the ground water level.  Dust concerns are mitigated by the need to use water to 

cool drills and saws that limit any dust issues.   

 

The rumors that the permit was withdrawn 20 years ago because it was deemed unsafe or unhealthy is 

another falsehood.  We never completed the permit process and withdrew our application because other 

business interests moved us in other directions.  There has been absolutely no mining activity in more 

than 80 years at our site, no blasting, drilling, or sawing of any kind.  I have removed a couple of dozen 

blocks from our quarry for personal use, which is allowed under the DEC rules   

 

So to summarize our position, we feel that we have addressed all critical areas of concern and have 

demonstrated the minimal impact this project will have on the White Lake community. 

 

If anyone would like a copy of our mining plan or would like to talk about this project, feel free to 

email me.  We are hopeful this letter answers your questions and resolves your concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

 


